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External Halal Certificates
Acceptance & Recognition Guideline

Frequently Asked Questions and Infographics available below.

1: Purpose and Scope

This guideline defines the criteria and governance principles for accepting and recognizing
external (third-party) Halal certificates within the HQC Halal certification system.

The purpose of this guideline is to ensure that reliance on external Halal certificates:

Is controlled, transparent, and risk-based

Does not compromise Halal integrity

Remains aligned with general principles, applicable Halal standards, and regulatory
authority requirements

This guideline applies during:

I
Il
Il.
V.

Material and product approval (see Guideline 0438)
Supplier and ingredient verification

Documentation review

Initial certification, surveillance, and recertification activities

This guideline applies to materials, products, processing aids, and shipment-related Halal

certificates.
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2: Definitions and General Principles
2.1 Definitions

External Halal Certificate
A Halal certificate, statement, or shipment document issued by a Halal Certification Body
(HCB) other than HQC.

Acceptance
The controlled recognition of an external Halal certificate for a defined purpose, scope, and
period, subject to HQC verification.

Recognition
Acknowledgement that an issuing HCB operates under a framework considered acceptable
by HQC, without granting automatic approval.

2.2 General Principles of Acceptance
The acceptance of external Halal certificates is based on the following principles:

I. Acceptance is never automatic

Il. Acceptance is scope-limited

IIl. Acceptance is risk-dependent

IV. Acceptance is authority-dependent
V. Acceptance is revocable at any time

External Halal certificates support HQC's assessment but never replace HQC’s own review
and decision-making authority.
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3: Acceptance Options for External Halal Certificates

HQC recognizes three acceptance pathways, which determine the level of scrutiny applied.

3.1 Option A: HQC Network
This pathway applies to:
I. Alllicensed HQC offices or HQC branches
Option A provides pre-eligibility, subject to:

I.  Verification of scope
II.  Product and activity alighment
lll.  Validity and authenticity of the certificate

3.2 Option B: Recognized/Accredited Halal Certification Bodies
This option applies to HCBs that are:

I.  Accredited, recognized, or listed by competent Halal authorities
II.  Operating under recognized national or regional Halal frameworks

Examples of Halal authorities include (but are not limited to):

I. JAKIM (Malaysia)
II.  BPJPH (Indonesia)
. EIAC/ENAS (UAE)
IV.  Saudi Halal Center / GAC / SAAC (Saudi Arabia)
V.  MUIS (Singapore)
VI.  HAK (Turkiye)

Acceptance under this option is strictly limited to the accredited scope, product category,
and jurisdiction.

3.3 Option C: Case-by-Case Evaluation

If an external HCB does not fall under Option A or B, acceptance may only be considered
through a case-by-case review.

This includes:

I.  Full document verification

.  Scope assessment
lll.  Risk alignment with Guideline 0438
IV.  Final decision by HQC

HQC reserves the right to reject requests under this option without obligation to accept.
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4: Scope and Category Restrictions

Acceptance of an external Halal certificate is limited by:

l.
Il.
[l
V.
V.

Product category

Type of activity (manufacturing, slaughtering, processing, trading)
Accreditation or recognition scope of the issuing HCB

Export destination requirements

Risk classification

An external Halal certificate may be accepted for one category but rejected for another,
even if issued by the same HCB.

Reasons for rejection shall be documented and communicated.

5: Types of External Halal Documents

5.1 General Halal Certificates

Certificates issued to a manufacturer or site confirming Halal compliance.

Requirements:

l.
Il.
[l
V.

Valid issuance and expiry dates
Clear scope and product listing
Traceable issuing HCB
Verifiable authenticity

5.2 Halal Shipment Certificates

Certificates issued for specific consignments.

Requirements:

l.
Il.
[l
V.
V.

Product description

Producer, exporter, importer
Quantities and batch references
Production and expiry dates
Reference number and signature

Shipment certificates are shipment-specific and non-transferable.
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5.3 Halal Statements or Declarations
Statements confirming Halal suitability of materials, processes, or premises.
These documents:

I.  Are supporting evidence only
II.  May never replace mandatory Halal certification
lll.  Are accepted only where risk allows

6: Verification and Decision Process

The acceptance process includes the following steps:
I.  Submission of external Halal certificate
II.  Authenticity verification
lll.  Verification of issuing HCB and authority status
IV.  Scope and category assessment
V.  Risk alignment with the HQC Risk Classification Table

Decision outcome:

i.  Accepted

ii. Accepted with conditions
iii. Rejected

All decisions are documented and retained by HQC.

7: Validity & Ongoing Monitoring
Acceptance of an external Halal certificate is valid only:

I.  For the stated scope and products
II.  Until certificate expiry
. While the issuing HCB remains acceptable

HQC reserves the right to:

l. Re-evaluate acceptance at any time
II.  Withdraw acceptance if:
i.  Authority recognition changes
ii.  Scope limitations are identified
iii.  Non-compliance or risk is detected

Withdrawal of acceptance may have immediate effect.
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8: Client Communication and Transparency

Clients shall be informed of:

I.  Acceptance or rejection decisions
II.  Applicable limitations or conditions
[Il.  Required corrective actions (if any)

All decisions are communicated via the designated or efficient communication channel and
retained as part of the certification records.

9: Non-Compliance and Consequences
Misuse of external Halal certificates or reliance on unaccepted documents may result in:

I.  Major non-conformities
II.  Suspension of certification
lll.  Withdrawal of Halal certificates
IV.  Notification to competent authorities where required

10: Final Provisions

This guideline establishes the independent governance framework for the acceptance and
recognition of external Halal certificates.

While its structure and presentation align with other HQC guidelines to ensure consistency
and clarity, this document stands on its own and may be applied independently wherever
reliance on external Halal certificates is considered.

Interpretation of this guideline, determination of acceptance, and enforcement of decisions
remain within the authority of the Halal Quality Control Headquarters in the Netherlands
and may extend partial authority to licensed Halal Quality Control offices.

In general, HQC reserves the right to:

I.  Update or amend this guideline to reflect regulatory, accreditation, or policy
changes
II.  Reassess previously accepted external Halal certificates at any time

This guideline is binding for all HQC offices.
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Need help?

Your HQC contact or auditor can guide you through the submission process and required
documents.

You may contact us by emailing info@halalqualitycontrol.com or call/message us on +31 70
346 97 95 (Whatsapp available for multi-language communications)

Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the purpose of this guideline?

This guideline explains under which conditions HQC may accept an external Halal certificate
issued by another Halal Certification Body (HCB).

It ensures that reliance on third-party certificates does not compromise Halal integrity,
compliance, or regulatory expectations.

2. Does HQC automatically accept external Halal certificates?

No.
Acceptance of external Halal certificates is never automatic and is always subject to
verification, scope assessment, and HQC decision-making.

3. What is meant by “acceptance” of an external Halal certificate?

Acceptance means that HQC may conditionally rely on an external Halal certificate for a
specific purpose, product, scope, and period.
It does not transfer responsibility or authority away from HQC.

4. What types of external Halal documents can be reviewed?
HQC may review:

I General Halal Certificates
II.  Halal Shipment Certificates
M. Halal Statements or Declarations

Each document type is assessed based on risk, scope, and intended use.
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5. Are Halal certificates issued by well-known authorities always accepted?

Not necessarily.
Even certificates issued by recognized authorities are subject to:

I.  Scope verification

II.  Product category restrictions
lll.  Export destination requirements
IV.  Risk considerations

Acceptance may be limited or rejected despite authority recognition.

6. Can an external Halal certificate be accepted for one product but not another?

Yes.
Acceptance is always scope- and category-specific.
An HCB may be accepted for certain products or activities but rejected for others.

7. Do Halal Statements or Declarations replace Halal certificates?

No.
Statements and declarations are supporting documents only and may never replace a
mandatory Halal certificate where certification is required.

8. How will I be informed about the acceptance decision?
HQC will communicate:

I.  Whether the certificate is accepted, accepted with conditions, or rejected
Il.  Any applicable limitations or requirements

9. Who can | contact if | have questions?
Your HQC contact person, auditor, or responsible HQC office can guide you on:

I.  Whether an external Halal certificate may be considered
Il.  Which documents to submit
lll.  How the review process works



External Halal Certificate Acceptance Process

Inforgraphic Attachment to Guideline 0405

Validity & Ongoing
Monitoring

Decision &
Documentation

Identification of Verification & Scope
Acceptance Option Assessment

Submission of External
Halal Certificate

External Halal HQC determines HQC verifies HQC records the Acceptance remains
certificates (general, whether the issuing authenticity, scope, decision: accepted, time-bound, scope-
shipment, or Halal Certification authority recognition, accepted with limited, and subject to
statements) are Body falls under product category, and conditions, or rejected, reassessment or
submitted to HQC for Option A, B, or C. applicable limitations. inc.lu.ding scope and withdrawal by HQC.
review and validity.

verification.

Acceptance of external Halal certificates is never automatic.
Final authority remains with Halal Quality Control Headquarters.



External Halal Certificate Acceptance Criteria

Inforgraphic Attachment to Guideline 0405

Issuing Halal Certification Body

Verify the identity, legitimacy, and
independence of the issuing HCB.

Authority Recognition Status

Confirm whether the HCB is
accredited, recognized, or listed
by a competent Halal authority.

Scope of Certification
Verify that the certificate scope

matches the product category,
activity, and process under
review.

Type of Halal Document

Determine whether the document
is a general certificate, shipment
certificate, or declaration.

0—
0—

Product & Category Risk

Assess whether the product
category and risk level allow
reliance on an external certificate.

Validity & Authenticity

Confirm certificate validity, expiry
date, reference numbers, and
authenticity.

Decision & Conditions
Define acceptance status,

conditions, limitations, or
rejection and document the
outcome.
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